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Ever wondered Ch'l ld ho O d
what it’s like to
grow up in an
historic building?
Anthony Russell
tells Melonie

Clarke about his

Above: Anthony Russell at Leeds Castle (1972)
Right: The Russell boys.
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‘It was so special that I had my childhood there but

[ was surprised that everyone didn’t live like me’

Leeds Castle and
Maiden's Tower
From left: The
swimming pool at
Leeds Castle; Lady
Baillie's bedroom;
the drawing room

Left: Anthony’s parents, The Hon Geoffrey
and Mrs Russell, Leeds Castle (c. 1940s)
Above: Anthony (with guitar) and siblings
in the Maiden’s Tower ‘playroom
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the tower. I was able to eniov t}
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tacular surroundings of both -

‘When my mother died, [ under-
stood that eve

rything was going to

change [the castle was handed ovel

to be run by a foundation as OPPO

L posed
to the family]. But my goodness, how
could anybody be so lucky as me?’

Livingin such a grand home. t
were, ol course, staff to help keep
things running

‘“There was always a butler and

‘5 some footmen, very discreetly potter

J; ing around. There
housemaids, sometimes up to 20 but
I think that was before the Second
World War when thii
operating at a remarkable level of

: comfort

| “They were incredibly disct

'. was f.hi.' most extraordinary tning. |
sort of noticed it in as much as I didn™
see them, but they were there. The
sort of magically melted into tl all
when you went by

‘1 had an absolutel
nanny, I loved her t
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Above: Nanny Penny (¢.1958)
Right: Lady Baillie, Anthony’s grandmother,

with her German shepherd, Elsa (1960s)

took care of me. She really, really took
care of me. Obviously, I did see my
parents but I didn't see them that
much. As a little thing, the castle
seemed so vast and sometimes [ won
dered if they’d make it up in the
evening to see me,” he continues.

He hasn’t lived in the castle for
30 years, and confesses, ‘I've long
since not missed calling it home. It
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Wwas a Imagical

place to grow up... but
now it’s been so different for so long
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the public] want to get in touch and
l 1 1 really n thing when
d 1 Nne cast sy T'u II_,I'.:
| [t’s nothing entially to
i 1y more
e to go back, and my wife and
1Ick whenever we can
nthor )k, Outra For
tune: Growing Up At Leeds Castle, is
' f memorable tales of his child
1 and the relatives who lived
But wi ire his fondest mem
ries? ‘Mv grandmother, Lady Baillie,
rtain way of doing things.
] launching is certainly the
it r many people. She
|d go off abroad to get some wild
nd special birds, and on the way

home, the airline wanted to put them

she said, “No way, they

the hold
are coming on the plane with me.”
‘They had to make a few calls but
they ended up sitting in first class on
the plane with her - they had the seats
in front removed. Magnificent.
‘Extraordinarily, it was Edwardian,
almost, at times. Black tie every
evening, long dress for the ladies
every evening. Absolutely magnifi-
cent... they certainly go on, the tales
from Leeds." B

¢ Outrageous Fortune: Growing Up

At Leeds Castle by Anthony Russell

(The Robson Press, £20).

¢ Leeds Castle: 01622-765400,
www.leeds-castle.com

OTHER CASTLES TO VISIT

CARDIFF CASTLE

With more than 2,000 years of
history, there is plenty to explore.
Events are held in the grounds
throughout the year.

+ 029-2087 8100,
www.cardiffcastle.com

DUNSTANBURGH CASTLE

Once one of the largest
fortifications in the North, this
spectacular ruin can only be
reached on foot. but is well

worth the walk.

* 01665-576231, www.nationaltrust.
org.uk/dunstanburgh-castle

EILEAN DONAN CASTLE

This remote castle has had a
leading role in blockbusters such
as Highlander and James Bond’s
The World Is Not Enough. Situated
where three lochs meet, the castle
enjoys majestic scenery.

¢ 01599-555202,
www.eileandonancastle.com

THORNBURY CASTLE

You can spend the night at this
Tudor castle, dating from 1511
and located on the edge of the
Cotswolds, where Henry VIll and
Anne Boleyn once walked.

+ 01454-281182,
www.thornburycastle.co.uk

WARWICK CASTLE

There is plenty going on at the
castle but be sure to check out the
medieval glamping. Stay in one of
the medieval-style tents and spend

~ the evening like a real knight.
% 01926-495421,




